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INTRODUCTION

How do we acquire language? 
Language can be acquired in a formal 
way or in an informal way. Some 
may learn English through reading, 
grammar and writing. That is the 
formal way. In an informal way, 
they prefer to learn a language by 
listening to the spoken language 

and trying to reproduce it in the spoken form. In my lesson, we will 
learn English through listening and speaking to certain expressions 
in various contexts. By the end of the lesson, it is hoped that you 
will be familiar with various social expressions in English to be 
practiced in your real life. 

	 You have to remember that, having good communication skills 
in English language is imperative for your success in your career, 
business and everyday life. Why do you think that our students and 
workers are still weak in communication skills especially in English 
language? Well, first of all, they are afraid to speak in English 
language as they might make mistakes for example: grammatical 
errors, wrong pronunciation of words, incorrect sentence structure 
and most importantly, they are not interested at all to learn or to 
communicate in English language. 

	 Then, how can we improve our English language communication 
skills? Remember, great communication skills take practice and 
“Practice makes perfect”. Your ability to express yourself will grow 
almost daily as long as you apply yourself in improving English 
language communication skills.

1
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Tips to Improve English Language Communication Skills
1.	 Chatting is a good way to practice informal English as chatters 

usually use short sentences. Sometimes they are not even 
sentences, but just a few words that are not really correct 
grammatically but may be typical of the way we speak in a 
quick conversation with friends. Now we have quite a number of 
internet-based applications for interactions such as Facebook, 
Twitter, Blogger, Myspace etc. So try to participate in those 
applications. But always remember to use a proper language 
with correct spelling and correct sentence structure.

Facebook communication
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2. 	 Read as much in English as possible – daily English 
newspapers, magazines, English textbooks, advertisements, 
story books, comics, jokes, poems, articles from the Internet, 
blogs etc. and try to learn new words in it.

Introduction

Reading materials

English education website
http://letstalkletsgoglobal.umt.edu.my/
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4.	 Attend English speaking classes as frequent as possible or if 
you are really a shy person, then you may employ a personal 
tutor. 

5.	 Make more English speaking friends and make a determined 
effort to speak only in English, even if you keep forgetting 
words, or tend to stammer or your friends tend to laugh at you. 
This will require a lot of will power but believe me you will soon 
improve.

3.	 Learn at least 3-5 new words daily or weekly and look up for 
the meaning in a dictionary. Then try to use these words in 
your daily work and in your communication.

English education website
http://letstalkletsgoglobal.umt.edu.my/

Let's Talk.indd   4 10/7/13   2:33 PM



5

6.	 Listen to English songs everyday.

7.	 Read aloud in English for 15 - 20 minutes. Research has 
shown it takes about 3 months of daily practice to develop 
strong mouth muscles for speaking a new language.

8.	 Sing karaoke in English.

9.	 Play English language learning games.

10.	 Watch English language news, TV programmes and films with 
English subtitles.

11.	 Prepare a vocabulary list and go through it several times 
everyday.

12.	 Keep a diary in English and try to write everyday what you 
have done or what you are going to do.

13.	 Do your grammar exercises everyday as practice makes 
perfect.

14.	 Use an English-English dictionary.

15.	 Listen to English programmes on air such as “Let’s Talk” on 
TerengganuFM.

16.	 Be confident – give yourself auto suggestions that you have a 
good English.

17.	 Start a blog in English as this is one way for you to practice 
your writing. You can blog on something that you like to do so. 
Write everyday.

Introduction
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18.	 Learn new phrases, idioms or proverbs a day and try to use it 
in your daily life. When you come across a saying that you like, 
write it down and its meaning in your notebook.

19.	 Speak English as much as you can – speak the language 
whenever or wherever you can.

20.	 Write a sentence a day or a paragraph a day on anything that 
you would like to write, for example expressing your feelings.

21.	 Practice! Practice! and Practice! Start using English today and 
Let’s Talk!

English education website
http://letstalkletsgoglobal.umt.edu.my/
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•	 Let’s talk about “I LOVE 
MALAYSIA”.

•	 Tell your friends why you 
love your country, Malaysia.

•	 How do you show your 
love towards your country, 
MALAYSIA?

•	 Why do we need to love our 
country, Malaysia?

Introduction
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